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The examination is carried out on the following application documents: 

The application documents as originally filed 

***** 
1. The present application does not meet the requirements of Article 52 (1) 

EPe because the subject-matter of independent claim 1 is not new in the 

sense of Article 54 (1) and (2) EPG: 

1.1. Document US-A-5000120, which is considered to represent the most 

relevant state of the art, discloses (see the whole document) a container for 

animal breeding suitable for insertion in a support frame'MJrK and comprising 

a discoid seal valve (57) applied to a first hole pierced in a wall of said 

container, actuated by a nozzle (31), which is integral with the support 

framework, and which is fit for blowing air at slightly above atmospheric 

pressure into said container, and sealing means (71) fitted into a second 

hole pierced in said wall of said container, which is opened by the end . 

portion of drinking trough (43) integral with said support frame'MJrk. Said 

seal valve (57) projects only slightly in respect of said wall of said container, 

while the said sealing means (71) does not project at all in respect of the 

said inner wall of said container. 

1.2. It appears that the subject matter as presently phrased in independent claim 

1 is not unambiguously distinguishable from the US-A-5000120 container. 

Said subject matter is hence not new and claim 1 is not allowable .. 

1.3. It 'MJuld appear that the presently claimed invention differs from the prior art 

by the specific construction of seal valve 3 and of sealing means 5, resulting 

in the aimed effect as envisaged Qn page 5, line 10 to 14 of the description. 

/I is therefore proposed to include the constructional features of said seal 

valve 3 and of said sealing means 5 into the present independent claim 1. 
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